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Universal health care 

 

 
What is your party’s 
view on: 
 

     

• The role of 
Queensland’s public 
health system 

• Strategies to put the 
needs of people at the 
centre of health policy 
determination and 
service delivery 

• Mechanisms to 
enhance 
accountability within 
our devolved health 
system, especially 
around patient safety. 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government supports 
a strong public hospital health system which 
provides high-quality, universal health care, 
with nurses and midwives at its core. We 
need to continue the work to undo the 
damage inflicted by Tim Nicholls when he 
was Campbell Newman’s Treasurer, when he 
sacked 4400 health staff including 1400 
nurses and midwives. Since being elected in 
2015, we have restored frontline services cut 
by the Newman-Nicholls Government by 
employing more than 4000 nurses. Only 
Labor has committed to growing the nursing 
and midwifery workforce by a further 3500 
nurses and midwives, if re-elected. 
 
Patient centre care is a key commitment to 
safe, quality health care. Our 10 year 
strategic vision My health, Queensland’s 
future: Advancing health 2026 ensures a 
strong consumer voice at all levels of the 
health system. 
 
The Palaszczuk Government has restored 
the Patient Safety and Quality Improvement 
Service closed by the Newman –Nicholls 
Government to drive further accountability in 
the health system. 
 
In addition, through the COAG process the 
Palaszczuk Government is advocating for 
standardising national reporting of patient 
safety and quality care data in both public 
and private health care facilities. 

Unlike the Labor Party, who had a secret plan 
to make Queenslanders pay and are currently 
propping up the public health system with 
private patients – the LNP supports universal 
access to quality health care in Queensland. 
Queensland’s public health system is critical to 
building a better healthier State.  
 
Patient centred and directed health care is 
about putting their needs first. The LNP want 
to empower patients in the health system. 
The LNP supports an open and accountable 
health system that drives patient outcomes 
and ensures safety. 
 
It was the former LNP Government that 
doubled the patient travel subsidy for the first 
time in almost two decades. 
 
We are committed to delivering increased and 
the highest quality health services for 
Queenslanders. 

The Queensland Greens strongly believe that 
access to quality healthcare is a basic human 
right, and that the Queensland Government is 
responsible for ensuring that all Queenslanders 
and those with reciprocal rights have access to 
the resources and opportunities essential for 
good health.  
 
All people have a right to be involved in the 
planning and implementation of their healthcare 
– no matter the sector. The public, private and 
aged care sectors should be focused on the 
needs of people and the health and safety of 
patients.  
 
It is imperative that Workplace Health and 
Safety Queensland is adequately resourced to 
promote WHS requirements and to enforce the 
law.  
Ensuring that nurse and midwife to patient ratios 
is strengthened and further rolled out in private 
hospitals and the aged care sector in the near 
future will help, but it is also imperative that 
training standards for people working in caring 
roles are improved. 

No response The public health care system is vitally 
important to the people in regional 
Queensland, particularly those in 
remote areas. 
In our experience the best care is 
provided by those who live within, and 
understand, the communities of the 
patients they are caring for. 
 
We pursue and support policies that 
provide greater opportunities and 
incentives for medical professionals to 
live and work in regional and remote 
areas. 

 

• Addressing barriers for 
access to health 
services including for 
those in rural and 
remote communities. 

The Palaszczuk Government believes that all 
Queenslanders have the right to access 
quality healthcare services, irrespective of 
where they live. 
 
We have invested in major new hospitals in 
regional Queensland, including Kingaroy and 
Roma Hospitals. 
 
As part of our new mental health facilities for 
young people, we are also including family 
accommodation to help parents stay with 
their children. 
 
We have also announced that, if re-elected, 
the Palaszczuk Labor Government will spend 
a further $5 million to upgrade Cancer 
Council lodges for rural Queenslanders in 
Townsville and Brisbane. 
 

The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospitals 
and will work with the QNU on ensuring safe 
nurse to patient ratios are maintained 

We will ensure that all Queensland communities 
have appropriate access to generalist health 
care, through: 
 

a) Support for community health centres in 
rural and remote areas. 

b) The expansion of telemedicine services. 
c) Extend community education programs 

and clinical hours for sexual health 
clinics in rural and remote areas. 

d) Provision of better support and 
recognition for Carers, by increasing 
respite services for carers and patients, 
particularly for rural and remote areas 
with insufficient specialist services. 

 
The publicly-funded health system is the most 
equitable and efficient way to resource and 
deliver health services – no matter where you 

No response Anecdotally there has been a 
reduction in the services provided 
locally for people in rural and remote 
communities. The need to travel to 
major centres for an increasing 
number of services is creating a 
significant barrier for accessing 
services. 
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A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will 
finalise business cases for refurbished or 
new 
hospitals in Bundaberg and Toowoomba 
 
In addition, our Making Tracks policy 
specifically seeks to improve the health 
outcomes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders.   

live. We will improve access to health 
professionals in rural and remote areas. 

 

• Does your political 
party oppose the 
privatisation of existing 
public health services? 

Yes We are committed to delivering increased and 
the highest quality health services for 
Queenslanders 

Yes No response Yes 

 
Safe, quality health care 

 

 
Will your party 
commit to:  
 

   No response No response. However, the Katter 
Australian Party did support and vote 
in favour of legislating nurse-to-patient 
ratios on 12 May 2016.  

• Ongoing 
implementation of 
legislated minimum 
nurse/midwife to 
patient ratios in 
Queensland Health 
facilities in conjunction 
with the proper 
application of the 
Business Planning 
Framework. 

Yes. Labor introduced world-leading nurse to 
patient ratios into public hospitals, and only 
Labor has committed to extending these 
ratios to aged care and mental health, if 
elected. 

The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospitals 
and will work with the QNU on ensuring safe 
nurse to patient ratios are maintained. 

Yes  

• The implementation of 
the Safe Workloads in 
Midwifery standard 
across QH. 

Yes. If re-elected to the Palaszczuk 
Government will immediately recruit a further 
100 midwives across Queensland 

We support safe workloads for our midwives 
that deliver the best outcome for Queensland 
mum’s and their babies. 

Yes  

• Enhanced systems 
governance around 
QH activity (ie: new 
staffing will be 
provided to safely 
provide increased 
activity such as 
surgical targets). 

Yes The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospitals 

Yes  

• Legislating public 
reporting of safety and 
quality performance 
indicators in public, 
private and aged care 
sectors, including 
indicators specific to 
nursing and midwifery. 

Yes. We will work through COAG to deliver 
standardised safety and quality reporting 
across public and private sectors. 

The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospital 
system 

Yes  

• Introducing minimum 

nurse staffing levels 

(skill mix and required 

hours of resident care 

per day) in State 

Government Nursing 

Homes in line with 

Yes The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospital 
system 

Yes  
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national research 

findings 

• Giving consumers a 

genuine say in health 

policy and service 

delivery including 

through continued 

funding for Health 

Consumers 

Queensland. 

Yes. The Palaszczuk Government restored 
funding to Health Consumers Queensland. 

The LNP supports patient centred care and 
giving consumers a voice in health policy. 

Yes  

• Addressing the social 

determinants of health 

and current barriers to 

accessing health 

services.  

Yes. Our 10 year strategic vision My health, 
Queensland’s future: Advancing health 2026 
explicitly address the social determinants of 
health and the need for health service access 
based on need rather than ability to pay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The LNP supports addressing the social 
determinants of health and current barriers to 
accessing health services 

Yes  

 
Innovation and sustainability 

 

 

Will your party 

commit to: 
 

    The KAP is committed to ensuring 
patients across Queensland, and in 
particular rural and regional areas, are 
provided the highest standard of care. 
We will consider any health policies 
related to Innovation and Sustainability 
based on the demonstrated positive 
impact on patient outcomes. 
 
It is a necessity that all stakeholders 
are consulted in policy development, 
particularly health care professionals 
as they provide the best insight into the 
practical impact of policies on service 
delivery. 

● Enhancing health care 

co-ordination by 

creating more Nurse 

Navigator, and Nurse 

Practitioner and 

Midwifery Continuity of 

Care models and 

properly supporting 

Nurse Unit 

Managers/Midwifery 

Unit Managers to 

perform their vital 

roles. 

 

Yes. The Palaszczuk Government has 
committed to the ongoing funding of 400 
Nurse Navigator position across our 16 
HHS’s. 

The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospital 
system and the staff that enable this to happen 

Yes  

● Replicating models 

that demonstrate 

enhancements in care 

co-ordination and 

patient outcomes 

(such as the Geriatric 

Emergency 

Department Initiative 

(GEDI) at Sunshine 

Coast HHS). 

Yes. GEDI has been funded by the 
Palaszczuk Government.  We will continue to 
support our HHSs to develop and implement 
innovative models of care that are best suited 
to the needs of particular communities.   

The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospital 
system 

Yes  

● Addressing the needs 

of rural and remote 

communities given the 

likely upcoming loss of 

the Rural and Isolated 

Yes The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospital 
system 

Yes  
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Practice Registered 

Nurse (RIPRN) 

endorsement. 

● Embedding innovative 

models of nursing and 

midwifery in the 

planning of new health 

services including 

planned new capital 

works. 

Yes The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospital 
system 

Yes  

● Actively removing the 

barriers that prevent 

nurses and midwives 

working to their full 

scope of practice.  

Yes The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospital 
system 

Yes  

● Establishing Centres 

of Nursing and 

Midwifery Excellence 

at each of Queensland 

Health’s 16 Hospital 

and Health Services 

(HHS).  

We will resource the Chief Nurse and 
Midwifery Officer to support Hospital and 
Health Services to promote and support best 
practice in nursing and midwifery 

The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospital 
system 

Yes  

● Providing innovation 

funding at each HHS 

to create multi-

disciplinary primary 

and preventative 

health care teams to 

target complex health 

and social problems.   

Yes The LNP supports initiatives that deliver the 
best outcomes for patients in our public 
hospital system 

Yes  

● Properly engaging the 

health workforce prior 

to and during the 

implementation of new 

technologies such as 

digital health. 

 

 

Yes. The Palaszczuk Government will ensure 
that proper consultation with all staff occurs 
in relation to matters that affect their 
workplace 

The LNP is committed to delivering the best 
outcomes for patients in our public hospital 
system 

Yes  

 
Fairness and safety at work 

 

 

Will your party 

commit to: 
 

    The KAP is very supportive of 
initiatives that ensure pay rates 
adequately reflect the important role 
Nurses and Midwives play in our 
healthcare system 

● Provide a government 

wages policy that 

adequately rewards 

the contribution of 

nurses and midwives. 

(Please provide 

specific details of your 

party’s view on 

quantum of future pay 

increases.) 

Yes. Government wages policy of 2.5 per 
cent  increase in EB will be the baseline for a 
negotiated process. 

It was the LNP that delivered the previous EB 
agreement for nurses and it was the LNP that 
worked to fix Labor’s health payroll disaster. 
We will enter into any future enterprise 
bargaining arrangements in good faith whilst 
acknowledging the Government wages policy. 
 

Yes. An effective health care system is 
dependent upon a skilled, competent and well 
resourced workforce and must include properly 
assessed and regularly updated training and 
registration.  
 
We believe that Collective Bargaining provides 
the best outcomes for both employers and 
employees by simplifying the negotiation of 
contracts between employers and large 
numbers of employees. We encourage and 
support the right to freedom of association of 
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unions. 
 
We will protect and enhance the power of 
Industrial Relations Commissions, including their 
powers to determine industrial awards for 
Queensland workers that provide a standard of 
living fit for human dignity. 

● Growing good secure 

jobs for nurses and 

midwives including by 

optimising permanent 

employment of newly 

graduated nurses and 

midwives. 

Yes. We are delivering a record intake of 
4000 new graduates into Queensland Health.  

We will continue to grow the hospital workforce 
in Queensland’s public health system. 

Yes  

● Ensuring nursing and 

midwifery workforce 

numbers maintain 

patient safety given 

growth in demand for 

health services. 

The Palaszczuk Government has committed 
to grow the nursing and midwifery workforce 
by 3,500 positions over the four years 

We will continue to grow the hospital workforce 
in Queensland’s public health system. 

Yes  

● Maintaining existing 

penalty rates for 

nurses and midwives 

and other public-

sector workers who 

work unsociable 

hours. 

Yes. The Palaszczuk Labor Government 
rejects to the LNPs constant attacks on 
penalty rates. 

Yes Yes  

● Examining and 

addressing pay 

inequities including 

gender based pay 

inequality and 

ensuring pay parity for 

nurses and midwives 

performing the same 

work as colleagues in 

multi-disciplinary 

teams. 

Yes The LNP will work with the QNMU to examine 
and address pay inequities including gender 
based pay inequality and ensuring pay parity 
for nurses and midwives performing the same 
work as colleagues in multi-disciplinary teams 

Yes  

● Prioritise maintaining a 

safe working 

environment for 

nurses and midwives 

with a particular 

emphasis on 

addressing workplace 

violence towards 

nurses and midwives. 

The Queensland Health Occupational 
Violence Taskforce has set in place a broad 
range of long-term measures to help improve 
staff safety. 

The LNP supports measures to reduce and 
eliminate workplace violence towards nurses 
and midwives 

Yes  

● Continuing an Interest 

Based Problem 

Solving approach to 

industrial relations for 

nurses and midwives 

that is based on 

collaboration and 

genuine partnership 

rather than an 

adversarial approach. 

Yes The LNP is willing to work with the QNMU on 
Interest Based Problem Solving approaches to 
industrial relations matters affecting its 
members 

Yes  



 
 
 

Our asks for 
nurses and 
midwives 

Labor LNP The Greens 
One 

Nation 
Katter’s Australian Party 

● Address cost of living 

concerns for nurses 

and midwives and the 

broader community, 

with a particular 

emphasis on current 

high cost items such 

as housing 

affordability and cost 

of electricity. 

Yes. The Palaszczuk Labor Government is 
delivering the lowest rate of increase in 
electricity costs in Australia. Over the term of 
our government average prices for 
households have increased an average of 
just 1.9 per cent per year compared to 43 per 
cent over the term of the LNP Newman-
Nicholls Government. 

Under Labor we have seen record high power 
prices that have seen energy used as a secret 
tax on hard working Queenslanders. Only the 
LNP can be trusted to deliver cheaper power 
for Queensland families and QNMU members 
alike 

Yes  

● Support training and 

other initiatives for 

nurses and midwives 

to address Domestic 

and Family Violence.  

Yes The LNP supports training and initiatives for 
nurses and midwives to address Domestic and 
Family Violence 

Yes  

● Implement a strategy 

across QH to curb 

cost of car parking. 

We have developed a state-wide framework 
for hospital carparks and a Public Hospital 
Car Parking Action Plan that puts community 
and staff needs for safe access ahead of 
income generation through outsourcing and 
privatisation. 
 
The Palaszczuk Government has 
commenced construction of a new $28 
millioni multi-story Rockhampton Hospital 
Carpark and is delivering new ground level 
parking at Logan and Caboolture hospitals.  
 
We are working on a safe and affordable 
multi-storey carpark for staff, patients and 
visitors to the Redcliffe Hospital with 
construction expected to commence mid-
2018.  
 
Recognising that parking at the Lady Cilento 
Children’s Hospital is a concern for many 
Queenslanders we have commissioned a 
preliminary evaluation into options to improve 
access and affordability of parking for 
patients and visitors to that facility. 

The LNP will work with the health sector to 
look at ways to curb the cost of car parking 

Yes  

 
Any further comments 

 
 Labor acknowledges and supports the key 

roles of the nursing and midwifery 
professions in providing safe quality health 
care for all Queenslanders. 
 

The LNP values and supports the work our 
nurses and midwives do every day in our 
hospital system where ever they are. 

The Greens will continue to fight for improved 
funding for public health services, and for better 
wages and conditions for all healthcare workers. 
We recognise the ongoing funding crisis in the 
disability, aged care and mental health sectors 
in particular is something that needs to be 
urgently addressed and look forward to 
continuing our work with community members to 
address issues of unsustainable workloads, 
patient safety and the safety of healthcare 
workers. 
 
We believe the right to be a member of a union, 
to collectively bargain, to collectively withhold 
labour and collectively organise in the workplace 
are essential to achieving a sustainable and 

democratic future. 

  



 
 
 
  

 

                                                           


